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1 Introduction 
This final report relates to archaeological testing at Cloon More, Tralee, Co. Kerry (Figure 1). The test 

excavations were undertaken in compliance with a request from Kerry County Council (KCC) Large 

Residential Development (LRD) Opinion (Ref. No. PP23/132) with regard to a proposed residential 

development by Tulfarris CG Ltd comprising of construction of 147 units on their 1.55ha site at Cloon 

More, Tralee (Figures 2 - 3). The proposed development site (PDS)will also include the demolition of 

existing buildings on the site and provision of site development works including service roads, cycle 

and pedestrian facilities, car and bicycle parking, public lighting, drainage works, water supply, public 

open spaces and boundary treatment (Figure 3). Archaeological testing was requested by KCC 

archaeologist Dr. Michael Connolly as a part of the planning application process due to location and 

area of the PDS. In support of this, Dr. Connolly also referred to thirty-seven archaeological features 

that were found in the course of the recent construction of Gaelcholáiste Chiarraí school to the south 

(see Ml. Connolly’s recommendation, Appendix 1). 

 

Figure 1: Site Location Map 
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Figure 2: PDS location map (courtesy of John Phelan Architects). 
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Figure 3: PDS layout plan (courtesy of John Phelan Architects). 
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2 Site Description  
The proposed development site was inspected in June 2023 in good weather conditions. The current 

existing entrance to the site is located to the N where partially demolished buildings and associated 

concrete yards are situated (Plate 2). Further to the S there is a large linear plot of green pasture 

expanding to the southernmost limits of the site and more or less takes up the entire western limits 

of the PDS (Plate 3). The eastern ‘half’ of the PDS comprises of a long driveway into Cloonmore House 

B & B that features a garden and small orchard at the rear and small car park at the front (Plate 1). 

Dense vegetation unmanaged and partially cleared scrub vegetation extends along the easternmost 

limits of the site (Plate 4).   

 

Plate 1: Vertical UAV image of the PDS, June 2023. 
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Plate 2: Northernmost limits of the PDS comprising of partially demolished building (LDARCH). 

 

Plate 3: View from N of the large green pasture field that extends along the western limits of the PDS to the southernmost 
boundary (LDARCH). 
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Plate 4: View from SE of the easternmost limits of the PDS. Note recent vegetation clearance (LDARCH). 

3 Archaeological Background  
There are no known recorded monuments within the limits of the PDS. The site is located c.360m east 

of the Zone of Notification (ZON) of the Historic Medieval Town of Tralee, KE029-119. The earliest 

definite evidence that Tralee had achieved borough status and therefore became a town, dates to 

1298 - 1299 when the burgesses of Tralee paid 100 shillings a year to Thomas FitzMaurice at his manor 

house at Castleisland. This indicates that there were approximately 100 burgesses in the town, which 

would assume a population of between 600 and 1000 (Bradley 1986, 95 & 1995, 174-5).  

In an Early Medieval ecclesiastical context Ratass Church & Graveyard, KE029-157, is situated c.540m 

to the east of the PDS (Figure 4). As well as the church (Plate 5) and graveyard the ecclesiastical 

complex at Ratass and also contains an ogham stone (KE029-157002), wall armorial plaque of the 

Creagh family (KE029-157003), cross-slab (KE029-157004) and an architectural fragment (KE029-

157006) (Plate 6). Significantly, Ratass is the most important early Christian site in the Tralee area and 

indeed for a short period of six years from 1111AD it was the See of the Kerry diocese. In Irish, the 

word Ratass - An Ráth Theas translates as the southern fort. However, in earlier literary annalistic 

sources, Ratass is recorded as Ráth Maighe Deiscirt - The Fort of the Southern Plain’ (O’Donovan 1841, 

59). Archaeologically, Ratass is an ecclesiastical complex that may possibly date as early as the 5th 

century AD based on the Uí Angáin inscription on the Ogham stone in the church (Plate 6). 
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Figure 4: Recorded archaeological monuments in vicinity to the PDS. 

 

Plate 5: View from SW of the early 8th-9th century church at Ratass, Tralee (LDARCH). 
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Plate 6: View of the early 5th century Ogham Stone in Ratass Church. Further note the nearby Cross-Slab and Creagh family 
Armorial Stone (LDARCH). 

4 Archaeological Testing 

4.1.1 General 

Licensed archaeological testing (Licence No. 23E0586) was undertaken over one day in July 2023 in 

mixed (showery) weather conditions. A series of 7 test trenches (T1-T) with a total length of c.563m 

was opened with a 6-ton track machine utilising a 1.6m wide flat grading bucket under archaeological 

supervision (Figure 5, Table 1 & Plate 7). Nothing of archaeological interest was noted during the 

testing and no artefacts were recovered. 

 

Plate 7: View from N of testing underway along western limits of PDS (LDARCH). 
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Figure 5: Archaeological testing results. 
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4.1.2 Testing Results 

No archaeological features or deposits were noted in any of the trenches. Except for a small number 

of modern pottery sherds recovered from the topsoil layer no artefacts were found.  

Table 1: Test trenches descriptions. 

Trench 
No 

Orientation Length 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Archaeology Comments 

1 NW-SE 25m 0.40 No On existing gravelly trackway. 

2 NW-SE 80m 0.35 No Some introduced modern material in NW end. 
Mid brown topsoil. Clayey sand light yellow 
subsoil with some limestone bedrock in SE end. 

3 NW-SE 100m 0.30-0.40 No Mid / light greyish brown topsoil. Yellow to light 
orange clayey sand subsoil. 

4 NW-SE 120m 0.70 
(max) 

No Introduced modern material at NW end up to 
0.70m. Getting shallower towards S. Light grey to 
light orange clayey sand subsoil.  

5 NW-SE 120m 0.40 No Dark greyish brown topsoil. Yellow to light 
orange sterile subsoil. 

6 E-W 13m 0.35 No Mid brown rooty topsoil. Sterile yellow clayey 
sand subsoil. 

7 NW-SE 105m 0.40 No Mid brown rooty topsoil. Sterile yellow clayey 
sand subsoil 

 

 

Plate 8: View of test trench T2 from SE (LDARCH). 
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Plate 9: View of test trench T4 from SE (LDARCH). 

 

Plate 10: View of test trenches T6 and T7 from SE (LDARCH). 
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Plate 11: View of test trench T7 from NW (LDARCH). 

5 Conclusions 

• Seven test trenches (T1-T7) were excavated over the testable limits of the proposed 

development site.  

• Nothing of archaeological interest was noted in any of the trenches.   

• A few modern pottery sherds were recovered from the excavated topsoil. 

• The archaeological recommendations by Kerry County Council Archaeologist, Dr. Ml. Connolly 

with regard to this proposed development have been complied with (Appendix 1). 

6 Recommendations 

• No further archaeological mitigation is required for the proposed development site. 

• There is no archaeological reason to stop or delay the proposed development.  

• As no archaeology was found during the licensed test excavations, this report is deemed final. 
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